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Abstract

This study examines the symbolism of death in the poetry of Elia Abu Madi through
natural elements, highlighting how natural phenomena are transformed into poetic instruments
that reflect human mortality and existential finitude. The study reveals that clouds symbolize
the darkness that obscures the light of life, embodying the death of childhood and the fading of
joy with the passage of time, while the howling winds and the severe frost (zamharir) represent
overwhelming cosmic forces, carrying both torment and death through their intensity and lethal
cold. Dust appears as a shroud covering the body and objects, signifying ultimate decay and
the silent accumulation of death over time, whereas the earth represents the human's final
refuge, the place to which one inevitably returns after the exile of life, affirming the

inevitability of death and the continuity of the cycle of mortality.

The study employs a descriptive-analytical method to examine the poetic texts and
connect natural symbols to existential and philosophical meanings of death, alongside a
thematic-comparative approach to the various natural elements, demonstrating the coherence

of the poet’s vision in portraying human finitude.

The study concludes that Elia Abu Madi’s poetry presents death not merely as a sudden
event but as a cumulative force manifested in the surrounding natural world, transforming
nature into a rich symbolic language that expresses human vulnerability to the laws of time

and mortality, emphasizing that death and finitude are inseparable aspects of the life cycle.

Keywords: Death — Symbol — Nature — Existentialism — Elia Abu Madi.
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