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Lebanese migration to Africa (its reasons, beginnings, and developments)
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Thesis entitled: The impact of Israeli penetration on the Lebanese diaspora in the African
continent (1948-2000) under the supervision of Professor Dr. Rama Daraz.
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-Abstract:
Lebanese migration is a deeply rooted historical phenomenon, associated with a range of
economic, social, and political factors. This migration became particularly evident during the
periods of governance, administration, the French mandate, and post-independence, influenced
by poverty, famines, taxes, and sectarian disturbances. The African continent, especially Ivory
Coast, Senegal, and Nigeria, emerged as a primary destination for the settlement of Lebanese
migrants and their commercial activities. The motivations for migration were diverse, ranging
from seeking to improve living conditions and integrating into host environments while
maintaining ties to the homeland. The Lebanese communities in Africa have played a

significant economic and social role, making their migration a phenomenon with distinctive

civilizational dimensions.
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-The importance of the research: The significance of this research stems from its focus on
Lebanese migration as a historical and social phenomenon with lasting effects on the Lebanese
reality. It also highlights the role of Lebanese immigrants in the African continent in supporting
the economy and reinforcing cultural ties between the two communities. This research provides

a deeper understanding of the driving factors of migration and its practical implications for

development and national identity.
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