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Abstract

This study aims to explore the impact of English's cognitive dominance on reshaping the
conceptual structure of contemporary Arabic language curricula, within the context of rapid
global transformations in education and knowledge systems. The study is based on the premise
that the spread of English as the global language of science and academic publishing is no
longer limited to its role as a communication tool, but has extended to influence patterns of
knowledge production and organization, including the reshaping of conceptual classifications
and theoretical frameworks within curricula.

The study employs a qualitative content analysis methodology, examining a purposive sample
of modern Arabic language curriculum documents and textbooks. This aims to reveal the nature
of the conceptual structure embedded within them and to identify instances of influence from
cognitive and educational models derived from English literature. The study focuses on
analyzing key concepts, their cognitive sequence, and their classification patterns, in addition
to tracing translated or reframed terminology in light of contemporary global models.

Preliminary findings reveal clear indications of conceptual shifts within Arabic language
curricula, manifested in the integration of modern educational concepts such as competencies,
skills-based learning, and linguistic communication. These concepts originate from Western
educational theories developed within the context of English. The study also uncovered
changes in cognitive priorities, suggesting a gradual shift from the traditional classification of
Arabic studies to classifications more aligned with global educational models.

The study discusses the epistemological implications of these shifts, suggesting that the
cognitive dominance of English may lead to an implicit reshaping of the cognitive identity of
Arabic language curricula. This raises questions about the balance between openness to global
standards and the preservation of linguistic and cultural distinctiveness. The study offers a set
of recommendations advocating for the adoption of critical approaches in curriculum
development. These approaches should ensure the utilization of global trends while
maintaining the conceptual consistency and cognitive authenticity of the Arabic language.

Keywords: Cognitive dominance, English language, Arabic language curricula, conceptual
framework, educational globalization, content analysis
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