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Abstract:

This study demonstrates that Ibn al-Sikkit was one of the foremost scholars of the Kiifan
linguistic school in the third century AH. His linguistic methodology was founded on two
principal pillars: transmission and direct oral reception on the one hand, and analytical
reasoning and grammatical justification on the other. He was not merely a transmitter of rare
expressions and lexical material, but an engaged scholar who examined, compared, and

systematized linguistic data. His clear inclination toward the Kiifan school—particularly the

views of al-Farra’ and al-Kisa'7—is evident in his grammatical terminology and interpretive
tendencies, while he maintained an independent scholarly character in the organization and
presentation of his material. His works are distinguished by extensive citation from the Qur’an,
Prophetic traditions, Arabic poetry, and proverbs, which granted them significant documentary
and literary value In terms of authorship, his method evolved from a degree of structural
irregularity in some early works to greater organization and refinement in later compositions,
reflecting the maturation of his scholarly approach. Regarding linguistic principles and controls,
he contributed to the consolidation of important grammatical and morphological rules and

played a crucial role in preserving a substantial portion of the Arabic linguistic heritage. His

scholarly stature is further evidenced by the reliance of later linguists upon his works,
particularly Islah al-Mantiq, which became a major reference in correcting and refining Arabic

usage. In conclusion, Ibn al-Sikkit represents a central figure in the development of Kiifan

linguistic thought, combining fidelity to transmitted material with systematic analysis, and
contributing both to the preservation and the intellectual formation of Arabic linguistic
scholarship
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