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Abstract

This research seeks to elucidate the mechanisms of experimentation in the work of the Iraqi
poet Adnan al-Sayegh, using his collection "Birds Don't Like Bullets" as a case study. The
research problem lies in attempting to identify the innovative trend that characterized the
generation of the 1980s in Iraq, and how al-Sayegh was able to move the poem from its narrow
lyrical confines to the realm of "open text" that transcends literary and artistic genres. The
importance of the study lies in revealing how poetic language is transformed from a declarative
tool into a "visual architecture” and spatial formation that utilizes the white space of the page
and punctuation marks to produce meanings parallel to the horror of the experience of war

and exile.

The research adopted a descriptive-analytical approach in its procedural foundations, while
also drawing on the data of structural criticism and the semiotics of visual formation to
deconstruct the text's structure. The study was divided into three sections. The first addressed
"Visual Experimentation and the Architecture of White," while the second focused on "The
Interplay of Arts and Cinematic Techniques such as Editing and Shot," and the third was

dedicated to "Philosophical Vision and Experimentation as an Expressive Necessity .

The research concluded with a number of findings, the most important of which is that
experimentation for Al-Sayegh was not a formal artistic goal, but rather an inevitable response
to a fragmented reality that traditional forms could no longer contain. The study also
demonstrated the poet's effectiveness in employing dark humor and dramatic irony to
transform the duality of "birds/bullets” from its lexical meaning into universal symbols
embodying the eternal struggle between victim and oppressor, thus making this collection a

major modernist turning point in the trajectory of contemporary Iraqi poetry.

Keywords: Poetic Experimentation, Adnan Al-Sayegh, Birds Don't Like Bullets, Visual
Composition, Cinematic Editing, Generation of the Eighties
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