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Abstract

Arabic lexicons derive their scholarly material from early authorities who transmitted the
speech of the Arabs and documented their lexical usage. Among the most prominent of these
authorities is the distinguished linguist Ibn al-Sikit (d. 244 AH ), who constitutes a principal
source for lexicographers. His influence is evident either through his major works—most

notably (Islah al-Mantiq )and (Kitab al-Alfaz)or through his dispersed linguistic opinions cited

across various sources.

This study seeks to shed light on some of the most significant views through which Ibn al-Sikit
enriched Arabic lexicography views that, in many instances, had not been previously
articulated by earlier scholars. Some of these opinions may be regarded as unusual or
uncommon in lexical usage. For example, he extended the term faris (traditionally “horseman’)

to designate anyone who rides an animal, whether a horse, donkey, or mule, rather than

restricting it exclusively to a horse rider as earlier scholars had done.

Another illustrative example concerns the term armla (widow) and its plural aramil,
conventionally used to denote a woman whose husband has died. Ibn al-Sikit, however,
adopted a different interpretation, associating the term with poverty and applying aramil to the

poor in general, even when no women were included among them. This represents a novel

semantic reading unprecedented among earlier scholars.

Similarly, in his discussion of orphanhood (yutm), he maintained that in animals orphanhood

is determined by the loss of the mother rather than the father, in contrast to its application

among humans.

Such examples demonstrate the originality of Ibn al-Sikit’s contributions. We argue that these
views merit closer scholarly attention, as they enrich Arabic lexicography with new semantic

dimensions alongside the established and traditional meanings of lexical items.

Keywords:(Contributions, Ibn al-Sikkit, Enrichment, Arabic, dictionary)
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