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Historical Writing in the 6th Century AH (12th Century AD)
A Study in Evolution and Trends
Abstract:

The present study aims to shed light on historical writing during the sixth century AH by
examining its main trends and analysing the features of its development. The significance of
this research lies in its focus on an important stage in the evolution of historiography within
Islamic civilisation. The research adopts the historical-analytical method to understand the
general context of the sixth century AH, as well as the case study method to analyse
representative historiographical works.

The study concludes that the sixth century AH witnessed a qualitative transformation in the
trajectory of historical writing. This development was reflected in the expansion of historical
material in terms of volume, content, and depth. Quantitatively, historical works grew in size,
with some reaching exceptional lengths, such as Ibn ‘Asakir’s Tarikh Madinat Dimashgq, which
extended to eighty volumes. In terms of content, historical narratives expanded to include new
subjects, such as commentary and analysis of the Prophet’s biography, exemplified by al-
Suhayli’s Al-Rawd al-Unuf. Beyond quantity and content, historiography in this period evolved
in substance, with the emergence of analytical writings that sought to derive practical theories
from historical experience, such as Siraj al-Muluk by al-Turtushi.

Keywords: Historical Writing, Sixth Century AH, Historical Sources, Trends in Authorship,
Islamic Civilisation.
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