2026 /4 (2) 153201 (2 ) :0den! (149 ) 139! ol ;s @ e I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

sty bl Alla dadys saaliondl) al) Aalocd) 555 3 Al DY) aBlsall )50

Gty Jmbad A Ay el tial) Aid) Aalad) u5as (, A8al) 4 5Y) adlgall )90

A58 A Gy AL
daaludl agiad) @LS/Z.:UM\ daalal)

sura.najim@uomustansirivah.edu.iq

The Role of Iraqi Archaeological Sites in Promoting Sustainable Ecotourism: A Case
Study of Babylon and Nineveh

Dr. Sura Najm Aboud
Al-Mustansiriyah University/College of Tourism Sciences

sura.najim@uomustansirivah.edu.iq

2026 [ 4 [ 1 :adl Jod g 2026 [ 2 [ 5 sl sl g

A Gy -



2026 /4 (2) 153201 (2 ) :0den! (149 ) 139! ol ;s @ e I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

sty bl Alla dadys saaliondl) al) Aalocd) 555 3 Al DY) aBlsall )50

gadlall

SN e daltinall Ad) Aalicdl uhen B A@hel) A5V adlall e dud ) 38 sl
Jich il chliaal) 3Sha 5ol G Leajliels . il (gyis Jib e e pald IS8
LDl (o Al tiadl Lon el Lol peal € LK) i 13358 G ls Gals B)) oliwadl ool
s gAY Sl e Laliall Allad 8l < o oSar dalticaal) Al dabid) o duhall Sy
el Glediaall o lin¥) o)l sty LabaBY) Gpatl) s b aged duds il

olad s ol e LD Aalicdl ae L) dules zed Loadl o eguall Aadpall b LS
cly ey Aadldll JLadU L1 leall Adly Allal e Laliadl aa ¢ )3l Shadia Al g Lnagles
Cara Wi (e cadlsall 038 e Hial) BalaY) (e 23 Al ibaail) e 3o sy ) daball uda
c 39} g Al Chnag cdllall 3lsall daaganag ¢ Al Hsadilly cAualiddl dnal) 4l

Gl e Lalead) el Jio — Aabticed) dalid) ilasliad ldel of Al - g
Blaf (8 Agaal) bl aladialy o o) adinall A5l 50535 Al Aaall Aaill Al sk
Aabdl (508) (igasS (gyty b BlSe uiad A uS S agan O (S — LY gl
haall ) Llea 3 agusses Blyad) 8 () Sl Lalsicadl) 3)3Y) ujes o LS LAkl Adl)

Aallal) 8EN Aalll aga dgasS Ghall AlKa uiais Lilagll 2laiBY) magii (e b il

A Gy -



2026 /4 (2) 153201 (2 ) :0den! (149 ) 139! ol ;s @ e I T e, Ao

ISSN: 2392- 5418 e-ISSN: 2520- 7423 DOI:10.59799/SQZH5356

sty bl Alla dadys saaliondl) al) Aalocd) 555 3 Al DY) aBlsall )50

Abstract

This study examines the role of Iraqi archaeological sites in promoting sustainable
ecotourism, with particular focus on the historic cities of Babylon and Nineveh. As two of the
most significant centers of ancient civilizations, these sites represent a unique cultural and
historical heritage with considerable potential to support sustainable tourism development in
Irag. The research emphasizes that sustainable ecotourism can serve as an effective tool for

preserving archaeological heritage while simultaneously contributing to economic

development and improving the social well-being of local communities.

The study highlights the importance of integrating environmental conservation with
cultural tourism in order to provide meaningful educational and cultural experiences for visitors
while safeguarding the authenticity and integrity of archaeological resources for future
generations. However, the research also identifies several challenges that limit the optimal use

of these sites, including inadequate tourism infrastructure, environmental degradation, limited

financial resources, and insufficient international promotion.

The study suggests that adopting sustainable tourism strategies—such as heritage
conservation programs, environmentally responsible infrastructure development, community
participation, and the use of modern technologies in site management—can significantly
strengthen the role of Babylon and Nineveh as prominent eco-cultural tourism destinations.
Enhancing the sustainable management of Iraq’s archaeological heritage can contribute not
only to preserving its invaluable historical legacy but also to diversifying the national economy

and promoting Iraq as an important destination for global cultural tourism.
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