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Abstract
This study aimed to identify patterns of linguistic interference between colloquial Arabic and
Modern Standard Arabic in the writing errors of secondary school students, analyze its causes,
and measure its impact on the quality of written expression and academic achievement. It also
examined differences according to demographic variables. The study employed a mixed-
methods approach, integrating quantitative and qualitative analysis within an integrated
interpretive framework.
The study sample consisted of 200 male and female secondary school students from public and
private schools in Amman. Data was collected using two main instruments: a rubric to measure
patterns of linguistic interference across four dimensions (phonological, morphological,
syntactic, and rhetorical), and a questionnaire to measure the causes of interference
(environmental, educational, and socio-digital). Qualitative interviews were also conducted
with a sample of students and teachers.
The results of the quantitative analysis using one-way ANOVA showed that syntactic and
morphological interference were the most common among students, with statistically
significant differences between the patterns. Correlation coefficients revealed a statistically
significant positive relationship between the causes of linguistic interference and all types of
writing errors, with the environmental dimension being the most influential. Linear regression
analysis showed a statistically significant negative impact of linguistic interference patterns on
the quality of written expression and achievement scores, with grammatical interference being
the most influential. Furthermore, the t-test results indicated statistically significant differences
based on school type and gender, favoring male students in public schools in terms of higher
levels of interference.
Qualitative findings supported the quantitative results, as analyses of written texts showed a
direct transfer of colloquial dialect structures into formal writing, such as the use of colloquial
conjunctions, the omission of diacritical marks, and the representation of colloquial
pronunciation in writing. Interviews also confirmed that the family and social environment,
along with the intensive use of social media, are key factors in promoting linguistic interference.
The study concluded that linguistic interference negatively impacts the quality of written
expression and academic achievement among secondary school students, and that mitigating
this interference requires integrated educational and linguistic interventions, including
curriculum development, teacher training, and promoting the use of Standard Arabic in both
school and home environments.
Keywords: Linguistic interference, diglossia, Standard Arabic, writing errors, secondary
school
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