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Abstract

This research aims to study the impact of critical pedagogy on developing critical thinking
skills and their applications in higher education institutions. To achieve the research objectives,
the descriptive-analytical approach was adopted as the most suitable for the nature of the
subject. The research population was limited to faculty members and students from some Saudi
universities, as they are the group most closely associated with the applications of critical
pedagogy and critical thinking skills in university education. The results showed that the level
of implementation of critical pedagogy strategies in higher education institutions still varies
between universities and disciplines. While some universities have begun to incorporate critical
thinking and critical pedagogy concepts into their curricula by encouraging discussion and
analysis during lectures, this trend remains limited and requires greater institutionalization to
become an integral part of the educational process. The research also concluded that critical
pedagogy contributes to developing critical thinking among university students by
transforming the learning environment into an interactive dialogue space that allows students
to analyze and discuss ideas freely. It does not focus on memorizing information but rather on
training the mind to understand, deduce, and compare opinions. The results also indicated that
the application of critical pedagogy in universities faces a number of challenges that limit its
spread and effectiveness. Among the most prominent of these is the resistance of some faculty
members to change and their continued reliance on traditional rote learning methods that do
not allow students the opportunity for free thinking. Additionally, some universities suffer from
inadequate pedagogical training for professors and a lack of an academic environment
conducive to dialogue.
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