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Abstract:

This study explores the Shari‘ah objectives associated with gisas (retaliatory punishment) and
its legal rulings within Islamic law. It highlights the foundational principles upon which the
legislation of gisdas is based and the overarching aims that Islamic law seeks to achieve through
its application. The research examines the linguistic and technical definitions of gisas, the
textual evidence for its legitimacy in the Qur’an and Sunnah, It further identifies its primary
and secondary objectives, including the preservation of life, establishment of justice, and

enhancement of security and social stability.

The study adopts a deductive methodology supported by an analytical review of juristic
opinions and practical applications of gisas in Islamic jurisprudence. Findings indicate that
qisas is not merely a punitive response to murder or injury; rather, it represents a
comprehensive legal framework founded on mercy, justice, and the sanctity of human life. It
fulfills holistic objectives that transcend the punitive dimension to encompass ethical, social,
and preventative aspects.

The research concludes that Islamic law, in legislating gisas, considers several essential
principles, most notably: ensuring justice and proportionality between crime and punishment,
safeguarding human life, preventing the spread of crime, and maintaining public security. At
the same time, the Shari‘ah provides broad avenues for pardon, reconciliation, and financial
compensation (diyah), reflecting its balanced approach between justice and mercy. The study
emphasizes the value of a magdasid-oriented perspective in interpreting the rulings of gisdas, as
it offers the most comprehensive understanding of the law within its broader ethical and social

context.

Keywords:

Qisas, Islamic criminal law, Maqasid al-Shari‘ah, homicide, punishments, preservation of life.
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