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Abstract:

Amidst radical transformations In media discourse, analyzing texts In investigative journalism
through the lens of functional grammar has emerged as a vital tool for understanding the
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construction and communication of meaning to audiences. This methodology Integrates
grammatical structures with pragmatic and semantic functions, conceptualizing media texts as
cohesive mathematical systems where contextual factors—such as tone, verbal/non-verbal
implications, and situational framing—interact dynamically .

Functional grammar dissects sentences Into components (e.g., theme + rheme, topic + focus,
tail + tag, and boundary layers), enriching textual analysis with multi-layered semantic
interpretations. This study draws on models by Simon Dik, Halliday, Al-Mutawakkil,
Hengeveld, Mackenzie, and Systemic Functional Linguistics (SFL), expanded to incorporate
multi-dimensional competencies (psychological, pragmatic, and modal) that align linguistic
analysis with cognitive and sociocultural processes .

The research emphasizes the role of speech acts (Searle, Grice) and argumentation in
investigative media discourse. These elements form a pragmatic framework to interpret how
texts influence audience perceptions, interactions, and behavioral responses to events. Public
opinion increasingly seeks maximal informational value with minimal cognitive effort,
Compelling investigative journalism to balance informational rigor with narrative appeal. This
equilibrium is achieved through strategic devices such as implicit/explicit cues,
concision/elaboration, and quantitative/qualitative modulation

The study proposes a novel mathematical-analytical model Integrating syntactic structures and
pragmatic functions. This model aids journalists and media analysts in decoding recorded texts
(oral/written) and extracting both overt and covert meanings. To enhance accessibility,
theoretical discussions are paired with applied examples, avoiding exhaustive historical
digressions that risk reader disengagement.

As for framing theory with its symbolic interactionist roots in the thought of George Herbert
Mead, Erving Goffman (1974) formulated the concept of “frames of experience” as a
foundation for understanding how social meanings are organized through semiotic systems.
The theory took shape in media discourse analysis during the 1990s as a critical tool that reveals
the mechanisms of news construction through two interrelated processes: selecting specific
aspects of reality (by highlighting or omitting them), and embedding them within directed
semantic contexts (such as a “victim” or “conflict” frame), supported by verbal lexicons that
ideologically charge events (e.g., “resistance” vs. “violence”). The theory shows how media
transform neutral events into narratives with cultural and political references, producing a
collective consciousness tied to structures of power. The theory’s primary value lies in exposing
the dialectical relationship between media practice and cultural hegemony, where news
becomes the product of deliberate construction processes, shaped by factors such as:

» Language (vocabulary, metaphors)
* Institutional context (media ownership, editorial stance)

* Social structures (dominant ideologies, power relations) This makes framing theory an
instrument for reinforcing cultural dominance, rather than a neutral transmission of information
or a mirror of reality
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