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Summary:

This research examines the Science of the Principles of Distinctions (‘Ilm Usil
al-Furiiq), focusing on its concept, nature, methodology, and the reasoning process that
produces valid distinctions between similar concepts or cases. The study argues that
furtiq is not merely a set of applied differences in figh, language, or logic; rather, it is a
foundational auxiliary science essential to all fields of knowledge. It identifies
distinctions as a cognitive necessity rooted in the human intellect, where accurate
judgment depends on clearly differentiating a matter from its counterparts.

The research demonstrates that the acquired (non-self-evident) dimension of
distinguishing is what forms the actual “science”, and that the analytical process
consists of four pillars:

1-  The distinguisher (the scholar exercising ijtihad),
2-  The common features causing similarity,
3- The effective distinguishing factor,

4-  The resulting separation that clarifies the ruling or meaning.

The study presents the key characteristics of this science -universality, necessity,
and dependence- showing that it accompanies every discipline. It classifies distinctions
based on:

epistemic nature (necessary vs. acquired),

sources (rational vs. textual),

subject matter (definitions vs. propositions).

The research concluded that ‘ Ilm al-Furiiq is a structured theoretical and practical
discipline grounded in methods such as sabr wa-taqsim and tanqth al-manah, and that
both names “furiiq” and “fawariq” are valid. It ultimately presents this science as a
methodological tool for clarifying ambiguity, preventing error, and ensuring precise
reasoning across all academic fields.

Keywords: Science of Distinctions, Effective Distinguishing Factor,
Commonalities and Differentiation, Sabr and Taqsim, Tanqgth al-Manat.
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